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IN THE ABSTRACT: 

Page 66, please amend the Abstract as follows: 

An operating mechanism fo r a movab le closure ele m e nt to 
releasably engage a strike assembly on a fram e support and th e r e by 
r e l e asab l y to maintain the a movable closure element in a predetermined 
position r el at i v e to th e fram e support . The operating mechanism has a 
base with an e longat e portion with a first axis and a wall extending 
around the first axis and defining a passageway. A latch system errthe 
base has (a) a latched state in which the latch system engages a strike 
element on th e str i k e ass e mbly so as to maintain a movabl e closure 
e l e ment — on — wh i ch — the — op e rating — m e chanism — ts — mount e d — m — the 
pr e d e t e rmin e d position and (b) a released state wherein the latch system 
can be disengaged from the strike element so as to allow a movab le 
c l osur e ele ment on wh i ch th e operat i ng m e chanism i s mount e d to b e 
mov e d from th e pr e d e t e rmin e d position . The operating mechanism 
further includes an actuating system on th e bas e that is changeable from 
a first state into a second state to thereby change the state of the latch 
system from th e l atch e d stat e into th e r ele as e d stat e. The actuating 
system has at le ast a first link which is movable ax i a ll y within the 
passageway from a first position into a second position to th e r e by 
change the state of the latch system from th e latch e d stat e into the 
r e l e as e d stat e. The actuating system further includes an actuating 
assembly that can be dir e ct e d rad i a ll y through th e wa ll on th e bas e into 
op e rativ e e ngag e m e nt w i th connected to the base without requiring 
separate fasteners to ma i ntain th e op e rat i v e e ngag e m e nt b e twe e n th e 
actuating ass e mbly and th e bas e. 


